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DESPERATE not to let young-
sters suffer the same fate he
did while growing up in Peter-
borough, chart-topper Aston
Merrygold has become an
ambassador for an anti-bully-
ing charity.

The singing star, who recently won
two Mobo awards with his band JLS,
has pledged to beat the bullies by join-
ing forces with charity, Beatbullying

s proviously revisied by The
Evening Telegraph while Aston was on
the trail of X Factor success with JLS
last year, the 21-year-old first experi-
enced bullying while at Jack Hunt
School, in Netherton

He was predominantly victimised
for his interest in singing and acting,
resulting in cruel jibes from his peers.

It has also been reported that Aston
was astonisingly branded a “Paki” and

“Osama Bin Laden” by some of his
former city football team mates.

He said: “At school I got on well with
people, played a lot of football and
loved to sing and act, but even though I
was kept busy with plenty of hobbies,
1did experience bullying myself

“Often the victims of bullies feel

there’s nowhere to turn and ask for
help, and that's what makes Beatbully-
ing really stand out to me, they're here
tolisten.”

Founded in 1999, the charity gives
youngsters the power to lead anti-bul-
lying campaigns in their schools and
communities and support their peers.

Aston said: “I can imagine when 1
was being bullied, I would have really
welcomed the support of someone
who's been there themselves.

“It'sa while since I was at school, but
I know bullying still goes on in class-
rooms, playgrounds and now all over

the internetand on your mobile phone,
too.

“We have to speak up and stop bully-
ing by getting our teachers, parents
and even government ministers on
side talking about it and stopping it
happening.”

Chief executive of Beatbullying
Emma-Jane Cross added: “Aston isone
of Britain’s top artists, and like many
other kids, he's experienced the reali-
ties of school and it isn’t always fun.

“The aim is that by working

together, we can empower
young people to help and
support their peers, help-
ing to create a world
where bullying in unac-
ceptable.”
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