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Hannah Binding, 14, was bullied for two years while attending Bishop of Liandaff High School
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Softlyspoken Hannah Binding, 14,
was speaking about her ordeal as
boxing legend Joe Calzaghe joined
fellow sports stars Jamie Baulch and

Craig Quinnell to help launch the new
Welsh arm of the charity Beatbullying
at a special event at Cathays High

School. By working with Welsh
schools to run workshops and train
young people to act as peer mentors,
the charity hopes to stop as many
young people as possible from re-
porting similar sufferings to those of
Hannah.

The Barry youngster, who was
schooled abroad for most of her
primary education, said the bullying
started when her family returned to
live in Wales and she started at
Cardiff’s Bishop of Llandaff Church in
Wales High School.

She said: “It started small with

name-calling, throwing my coat in the
mud, stealing things from my bag and
things like that.

“Then it got physical. I was being
stabbed with pens and kicked in my
lessons.

“It was really frustrating because
there was nothingI could do and I'was
really scared.”

Hannah said she told teachers, but
she felt her complaints were not taken
seriously and she began to dread
school every day.

After she was allegedly called a
lesbian by her peers and reportedly
taunted for the colour of her skin by
children of the same ethnicity, South
Wales Police began investigating, but
no charges were brought against any-
one at the school.

The teenager’s mum, Andrea, com-
plained to the school but she fel that
not enough was done to protect her
daughter.

Eventually, Hannah was moved to
St Richard Gwyn Catholic High
School, in Penarth, where she has now

started to recover.

The pupil said she wanted to speak
out about her experiences in an at-
tempt to raise awareness about bul-
lying.

She said: “I wouldn't want anyone to
go through what I went through.

“I would talk to the teachers and it
was like talking to a brick wall.

“No-one could help me at all.

“I lost all my confidence and Pm
afraid of people my age now?”

Newbridge-born Calzaghe, 37, said
the issue is close to his heart after
being bullied when he was Hannah's
age.

“It was a long time ago but it is
something I still remember very well,”
said the Strictly Come Dancing con-
testant.

“Friends who I thought were friends
obviously weren't and started to gang
up on me.

“Ithought it would all go away after
a week, then a month but it just
carried on.
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Calzaghe has played a key role in
helping to set up the Welsh link to
Beatbullyings  Cyber __ Mentors
scheme, which is & soeATTStworking
site enabling young people to confide
in cach other about bullying on a
secure web forum.

M Joe Calzaghe helped to launch the

Beatbullying campaign at Cathays High
School, New Zealand Road, Cardiff
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